
Annex 5

Business Consultation on the Council’s Budget 2019/20

1. Do you think that the Council’s approach to managing its finances over the 
medium term is acceptable?

“Yes.”  No other comments have been received on the Council’s overall approach to 
managing its finances.

2. Do you have any comments on the savings/income options as set out in the 
appendices of the report?  (Please note that Councillors have already made the 
decision to freeze car parking charges for next year)

“We are pleased to see the freeze on parking charges.  No other comments to make 
other than to note that the other items listed in appendices will have only a small 
impact on business”.

3. Do you think that the Council could do more to help the business community, 
and if so, what should it be doing?

 “As has been recognised prolifically over many years by the FSB Local Authority 
Awards, Test Valley Council has an exemplary approach to economic development, 
which is due to the strong focus and dedication of the officer responsible and support 
from the authority’s leadership”. 

“As an organisation representing member businesses in Test Valley area, we ask 
that Economic Development remains as one of the authority’s top priorities moving 
forward, particularly in light of the uncertainty and economic threats that we face as 
the UK moves towards Brexit.  We ask that the current level of focus on economic 
growth is sustained and we retain existing levels and ease of access to support, for 
retail and business start-ups going forward”.  

“Businesses have been and will continue to face growing pressures (including very 
sluggish domestic growth, uncertain international trade, Brexit and static disposable 
income growth) so anything councils can do to recognise this and support 
businesses of all kinds and sectors is very welcome”.

“We have for several years lobbied Government on how the business rates burden 
discriminates against town centre businesses and therefore support the priority 
TVBC is giving to its town centres, including on car parking charges and help to new 
retailers”.

“In the rural area, we strongly support interventions to encourage greater access to 
high bandwidth broadband for both residential and business users.”


